
JOINT SUPERVISION PROGRAMS

International Research Training Partnerships



Cotutelle & Joint PhD 
A program delivering Key Research Objectives





Cotutelle & Joint PhD

4HIGHER DEGREE RESEARCH OFFICE

FACT & FIGURES

99 COTUTELLE/JOINT PHD 

CANDIDATES CURRENTLY 

ENROLLED

238 COTUTELLE/JOINT 

PHD CANDIDATES SINCE THE 

PROGRAMS INCEPTION

PARTNER UNIVERSITIES IN

OVER 30 COUNTRIES – LED

BY EUROPE AND CHINA

JOINT SUPERVISION PROGRAMS 

ARE PART OF OUR STRATEGIC

RESEARCH FRAMEWORK FROM  

2015 - 2024

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 

HAVE THE MOST CANDIDATES

JOINT ENROLMENT AT TWO 

OR MORE UNIVERSITIES
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Cotutelle Joint PhD

Joint enrolment at MQ and an overseas university Joint enrolment at MQ and an overseas university

Priority institutional partners – but open to all universities subject 
to approval

Institutional partners require Academic Senate Approval

Institutional memorandum of understanding (MOU) not 
compulsory

Institutional MOU/agreement required

Separate progress assessments One university is designated as the lead

Single thesis submitted to both universities Single thesis submitted to the lead university

Separate Examination Joint examination

Two testamurs One joint testamur

Two graduation ceremonies One graduation ceremony

Cotutelle & Joint PhD
Head to Head



Cotutelle and Joint PhD
by countries and regions
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FACT & FIGURES

Arts
52 student

Business & Economics 
(including MGSM)
20 students

Medicine & Health
5 students

Science & Engineering
107 Students

Human Sciences
54 students



Why do we do it?
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Establishing deep and continuing relationships 

Institutions Candidate

Deepens and strengthens research collaborations and networks at an 
institutional level

Exposure to different academic environments through joint enrolment and 
supervision

Fosters a higher level of cooperation between researchers in their 
respective fields through co-supervision

Training experiences and access to the latest research equipment and 
technologies at two institutions

Provides access to new funding schemes as well as new international 
enrolments

International networking opportunities that will expand future 
employment opportunities  through exposure to new academic institutions 
and new industries

Provides an opportunity to increase joint publications, citation rate 
and rankings

Access to new funding schemes

Make the institution more attractive to potential candidates Experience a new culture and environment and develop soft skills



Example of Cotutelle Testamur



Example of Joint PhD Testamur



Program Management Systems
Cotutelle & Joint PhD



Joint Supervision
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Candidate Management

Cotutelle/Joint PhD 
Management Guide

Research Master & AMIS 
Databases

Cotutelle & Joint PhD 
Research Management 

Workshop 



International Research Training Partners
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China

Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications

Chinese Academy of Sciences

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

China University of Geosciences, Beijing

China University of Geosciences, Wuhan

East China Normal University

Fudan University

Jilin University

Nanjing University

Peking University

Renmin University of China

Shandong University

Shanghai Jiaotong University

Sichuan University

Tsinghua University

Wuhan University

Zhejiang University

Denmark

Aarhus University

University of Copenhagen

Croatia

University of Zagreb

France

University of Jean Monnet

University of Lyon (including Lyon 1, 2, 3 and St. 
Etienne)

University of Montpellier 2

University of Paris-Sud 11

University of Strasbourg

University of Toulouse

Pierre and Marie Curie University

University Paris Descartes (V)

Germany

Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt

Heidelberg University

Justus Liebig University Giessen

LMU Munich

University of Goettingen

University of Hamburg

University of Leipzig

University of Potsdam

Italy

University of Trento 

Norway

Norwegian University of Science and Technology

Sweden

Lund University

Stockholm University

Uppsala University

United Kingdom

Heriot-Watt University

University of Edinburgh

University of Glasgow

University of St Andrews

University of Strathclyde

Priority 1
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Argentina
University of Buenos Aires

Austria
University of Vienna

Brazil
Federal University of Santa Catarina
Universidade de Sao Paulo

Chile
Universidad de Santiago de Chile

China
Beijing Language and Culture University
Beijing Foreign Studies University
Central South University
Central University of Finance and Economics
China University of Petroleum
China Agricultural University
Communication University of China
Nankai University
Shanghai University
Sun Yat Sen (Zhongshan) University
University of Science and Technology of China
Xidian University

Finland
University of Lapland

France
University of Nantes

Germany
Friedrich-Alexander-University, Erlangen-Nuremberg
RWTH Aachen University
Ruhr University Bochum
Technische Universitat Braunschweig
University of Erfurt
University of Ulm

Israel
Tel Aviv University

Italy
La Sapienza University of Rome
University of Bologna
University of Florence
University of Milan

Malaysia
University of Malaya
Universiti Sains Malaysia 

Mexico
National Autonomous University of Mexico

Netherlands
University of Amsterdam
VU University Amsterdam 

Russia
Russian Academy of Sciences

Spain
Complutense University of Madrid
University of Barcelona

Thailand
Chulalongkorn University
Chiang Mai University
Kasetsart University
King Mongkut's University of Technology Thonburi
Mahidol University
Thammasat University

United Kingdom
Bristol University
University of Dundee
University of Durham
University of Sheffield

United States of America
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities (Biology)
University of Missouri - St Louis (Biology)

Priority 2



Joint PhD Partners
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Denmark
Aarhus University

Finland
University of Helsinki

France
École Normale Supérieure de Lyon
Université de Lyon
(including St Étienne)
Université de Toulouse
Université Montpellier
Université de Strasbourg

Germany
Goethe University Frankfurt
Heidelberg University
Hamburg University(*)
Leipzig University
Goettingen University
LMU Munich University
Ruhr-University Bochum
University of Potsdam(*^)

Italy
University of Trento(*^)

Netherlands
University of Amsterdam
Free University of Amsterdam
University of Utrecht
Erasmus University Rotterdam
University of Groningen(*^)
Radboud University Nijmegen

Norway
University of Bergen

Spain
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid

Sweden
Lund University

United Kingdom
Cardiff University
Lancaster University
Heriot-Watt University(*)
Imperial College London
University of Bristol
University Dundee(*)
University of Durham
University of Edinburgh(*)
University of Exeter
University of Glasgow(*)
University of Manchester
University of Newcastle(*^)
University of Nottingham
University of Sheffield
University of St Andrews(*)
University of Strathclyde(*)

University of York



Scholarships
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CSC-MQ Scholarship (Co-funded Scholarship)
CSC provides:

 A Living allowance

 An Airfare

 Funding for visa costs

Macquarie University provides:

 Tuition for up to 36 months 

 ‘Top-up’ stipend to the APA rate

Cotutelle Macquarie University Research Excellence Scholarship (iMQRES)
 Return airfare from Australia-China

 Tuition fees at MQ for up to 36 months

 Stipend on MQ campus at the APA rate

FUNDING



Cotutelle & Joint PhD
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EXTERNAL FUNDING AGENCIES

• PRONABEC Peru

• COLSCIENCES Columbia

• Chilean CONICYT (soon)

• MEXICO CONACYT

• Uruguay ANII (soon)

• Pakistan HEC

• Kazakhstan Bolashak (Soon)

• National Sciences Foundation US

• National Institute of Health US

• Research Council Canada

• VIED Vietnam

• Thai Government Scholarship (C9)

• Malaysia Government Scholarship 

Program

• Indonesian Government Scholarship 

Program

• Australia Award

• Australian Research Council

• National Health and Medical 

Research Council AU

• China Scholarship Council

• Sciences Without Borders Brazil

• EU Horizon 2020 

• DAAD

• Germany DFG
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mq.edu.au


